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MOVE EM OUT, 
HEAD EM UP 

Since 1843 the songs and sounds 
of cowboys have echoed across the 
10,500 acres of  wide open space 
that has been the Alisal Ranch.  
Originally a Spanish land grant, herds 
of cattle were roaming the hillsides 
and valleys when the Jackson family 
took over the property in 1943.  As a 
long time ranching family, they knew 
right away that the Alisal would be a 
great place to winter the cattle they 
had at their YP and Riddle Ranches in 
Nevada. For years, every fall they drove 
their cattle from Nevada, to the mild 
weather and plentiful grazing of their 
little corner of the Santa Ynez Valley. In 
1946 the Jacksons also realized that 
cattle alone shouldn’t be the only ones  
enjoying this true slice of Americana 
so they opened the Alisal Guest 
Ranch & Resort. 

Today along with the refined pleasures 
that guests come for, the property still 
continues to be a paradise for the 
lucky 1400 to 1500 cattle that roam 
the property. Back in the early days the 
herd included bulls and calves, but 
today it is a non-breeding herd made 
up of mostly Angus steers and heifers. 
All the cattle are raised natural, grass 
fed with no hormones. They arrive in 
the spring weighing in at about 500 
lbs and leave tipping the scales at 
about 800 lbs.

Heading the Alisal cattle operation 
since 2005 is native Santa Ynez Valley 
resident Art Green. Art has been a 
cowboy since he was just a boy. He 
started in 4-H and Future Farmers of 
America, helped run his family’s small 
herd for a number of years, then 
moved to Tennessee for a spell to run 

a large cutting horse operation. Then 
in 2004 the lure of the Alisal had him 
returning home. For the last 13 years 
he and his team of part-time wranglers 
have been herding and doctoring the 
cattle and trying to keep them out of 
trouble. At his side is his trusty herding 
dog, Willy, and if you see Art astride 
his horse Ricky Bobby, give him a big 
howdy. 

According to Art, the future of cattle at 
the Alisal is looking bright, with a bit 
bigger herd in the next couple years 
and maybe even including some 
small calves.

ROUNDUP EXPERIENCE  
For those who want to taste the thrill 
and challenge of being a cowboy, 
this year our head wrangler Tony 
Thompson is offering up a new 

program he’s calling the “Round Up 
Experience”. Working with a small 
group of guests, a team of wranglers 
will demonstrate how to move cattle 
and bring them into the corral.  We 
provide the horse sense and you 
bring the Yeehaw – it’s going be a 
good time.

Alisal Lake Returns to its Full Glory 
This winter the rains came and the 
100-acre Alisal Lake soaked up every 
drop. Today the lake is completely 
full. That means docks have returned 
to their usual position, the fishing is 
better than ever and the activities 
around the lake are in full swing.

On the water the bass boats are ready 
to take you out fishing for Big Mouth 
Bass and Blue Gill, kayaks are at the 
ready for you to explore the shoreline 
and shallows, and our guides are 
just itchin’ to help you learn the 
secrets to fly fishing and casting. 

The options are as wide open as the 
glorious mountain views. Fish from 
the dock, rent a boat and explore on 
your own, or bring along one of our 
experienced guides and set off for a 
secluded fishing hole full of great fish 
stories. You may see our nesting bald 
eagles soaring above, or one of our 
deer families drinking from the lakes 
cool waters.

The lake is also a gathering place for 
great meals. You can participate in 
the popular Monday Night Barbecue, 
or pack a picnic lunch and settle in 

a comfy Adirondack chair for some 
serious R&R. 

For youngins the lake has extra 
appeal, as it’s the site of our shooting 
and archery ranges. With our sharp 
shootin’ pellet guns, compound 
bows and expert instructors standing 
by, kids eight and over, will love an 
afternoon of good ole fashioned 

target shooting. 

If  horses and boats are not your thing 
and you would rather explore the lake 
by foot, then sign up for a nature hike 
with one of our naturalists who will be 
happy to point out the unique plants 
and animals that make the lake such 
a special place. 

Getting in on all the lake has to 
offer can be arranged with our guest 
services team. This summer with the 
lake in its full glory, you won’t want to 
miss out.

The bass boats are ready 
to take you fishing

The Story Behind Our Working Cattle Ranch
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Check out the redesigned 2017 Summer Activities Guide     View Now 

View All Lake Activities 
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Let the Good Times Roll With A Cycling Adventure 

The rolling hills and spectacular 
natural beauty of the Santa Ynez Valley 
makes this area a favorite of among 
both casual cyclists and elite racers. If 
you’ve got a hankerin’ for a bit of two-
wheel fun, then we have everything 
you need for a great mountain bike 
or road bike experience. Our lead 
guide, Doug Browand, is returning for 
his second season at the Ranch and 
he and his team love showing off the 
area’s scenic highlights on group or 
solo excursions. Most rides are three 
hours long and are tailored to the skill 

levels of the riders. If a leisurely cruise 
is your style, then a ride through the 
vineyards with a stop at a winery 
makes for the perfect afternoon. If you 
want to take the family off-roading, 
our mountain bike ride to the lake 
complete with a BBQ, is a fun and 
wildlife-filled adventure you’ll be 
talking about for years. If working up 
a good sweat is your idea of a great 
time, we offer advanced riders unique 
guided rides on routes that are sure to 
challenge and thrill you. 

CYCLE & MASSAGE PACKAGE

For those who like to play hard and 
relax easy, a guest favorite is our 
Cycle and Massage Package. All 
the goodies are wrapped up in this 
one, including breakfast, lunch and 
dinner daily, a guided cycling tour 
of the Santa Ynez Valley, followed 
by a rejuvenating Swedish massage 
in the Spa. Plus, when you are not 
riding and relaxing, it also includes 
horseback riding, golf, tennis, and 
fishing at Alisal Lake.

Perhaps the best part of cycling at the 
Alisal is how easy it is. We provide 
the bikes, the helmets, water bottles 
and the friendly guides ready to help 
you kick up your heels and ride like 
the wind.

Whether you’re a serious rider, or 
just like to horse around, there is 
plenty of new excitement in the Alisal 
barn. Feel like jaw-boning with our 
head wrangler Tony about all things 
horses, then swing by any Monday, 
Wednesday or Friday morning from 
7am to about 8:30. Tony invites you 
to pull up a chair, enjoy a hot cup 
of Joe, a freshly made Dutch oven 
biscuit and some down-home cowboy 
conversation. 

As usual our string of about 100 
horses is waiting to be matched 
up with riders of all skill levels. This 
year that string includes a few new 
faces. Flapjack (a name selected by 
over 200 people on Facebook) is a 
lovable Palamino, Merrill is a sturdy 
retired roping horse that’s friendly 
and comfortable with any rider, and 
Ace a big strong horse that is ideal 
for advanced riders. This year the 
trails are in great shape and ready to 
be explored. Book a private ride or 
join one of the regularly scheduled 
breakfast, afternoon or evening rides.

For the teens, this summer we have 
a special new program called Saddle 
to Paddle. The adventure starts with a 
45-minute ride from the barn to the 
lake, followed by an hour of paddle 
boarding in our lake, then a leisurely 
ride back.

Of course for the little buckaroos 
there’s always fun waiting in the 
barnyard area where they can meet 
some adorable critters, help gather 
eggs and even enjoy a lead-around 
pony ride. 

We offer riding lessons and 
horsemanship instruction that will 
make even a novice more comfortable 
in the saddle and allow experienced 
riders to pick up a few helpful tips 
from the pros. 

The trails are in  
great shape and ready  

to be explored.   

Visit the 
BARN 

FOR BISCUITS, A NEW 
FLAPJACK AND MORE...

View Horseback Riding Details 

View Cycling Packages 

https://goo.gl/1poKLs
https://goo.gl/uo5YVH


Everything You Need to Add 
Giddy-Up to Your Getaway
The long lazy days of late summer 
and early fall are perfect times to fit 
in a lifetime of memories into every 
Alisal stay. For those of you whose 
idea of relaxation is doing it all, then 
the ever-popular Round Up Vacation 
is worth checking out. The package 
includes a two-night stay, green fees, 
horseback riding, tennis and fishing 
at the lake, plus of course a hearty 
breakfast and scrumptious dinner. 

With all there is to do at the Alisal,  
there is as much to see and do just 
outside our gates. For wine lovers, 
there are over 120 wineries serving 
up world-class Pinots, Syrahs, 
Chardonnays and more, in the laid 
back, friendly country atmosphere 
of the Santa Ynez Valley. There is 
also great shopping just up the road 
in Solvang and fun galleries and 
boutiques in the quaint towns of Los 

Olivos and Santa Ynez. Add to that 
several world-class craft breweries 
and a number of interesting historic 
sites and you have more than enough 
activities to fill even the longest day. 
With the Alisal as your home base, 
making sure you don’t miss out on 
activities on or off the Ranch is as 
easy moseying over to our Guest 
Services team where they’ll be happy 
to arrange it all.

If a girls getaway is in your future 
we’d like to tempt you with a new 
package that has all the things you 
could want rolled up into one sweet 
vacation. We call it our Sip, Savor 
and Spa Package. 

This new entry into our lineup of 
packages gives you the chance to hit 
the trails for an unforgettable riding 
opportunity then pamper yourself 
with fine wine, gourmet meals and a 
relaxing visit to the Spa. At the heart 
of the package is a combination 
of unique rides through our rolling 
hillsides and shaded canyons led by 
our experienced female wranglers. 

Whether you’re a newbie in the 
saddle or an advanced rider, you’ll 
get a ride tailored to your style that’s 
sure to put some giddy-up in your 
get-along. In addition to time on 
the trails you will also get hands-on 
training and experience at the barn 
with horsemanship and roping.

After the outdoor excitement, 
the focus shifts to more refined 
pleasures. You’ll enjoy treats like 
our signature Trail Blazer massage 
at the Fitness Center and Spa and a 
gourmet dinner complete with hand-
chosen Santa Barbara County Wine. 
Top it off with a special welcome gift 

and you have all the ingredients for 
a memorable getaway with your 
favorite female friends. In addition 
to this fun new package we invite 
you to also look into some of our 
other guest favorites. Our famous 
BBQ Bootcamp lets you learn the 
secrets to grilling from local chefs 
and seasoning experts. We also 
have guided cycling packages, golf 
getaways and our ever-popular 
Round Up Vacation Package 
that combines all of our outdoor 
activities with your stay. Check out 
the packages page on our website 
for more details on all of our 
offerings.

ONE FAMILY’S HALF CENTURY  
OF ALISAL ADVENTURES

What makes the perfect summer 
vacation? If you ask the Wilson family 
the answer is  simple, their annual trip 
to the Alisal. Their tradition started 
back in 1958 when Mr. and Mrs. 
Wilson packed up Tom and his brother 
and headed for a working cattle 
ranch called the Alisal, located in the 
countryside north of Santa Barbara. 
Mom learned to ride a horse from 
a real cowboy and for young Tom, it 
was all about the fun of the barnyard, 
the cool big pool and making new 
friends in the most relaxed place he 
had every been.  The Wilsons made 
it an annual Labor Day event for the 
next ten years and each year their 
return was like a grand homecoming 
of familiar faces and new adventures. 

As the Wilson kids grew up, went off 
to college and started their own lives, 
the glow of their Alisal memories 
burned warmly. Then in 1982 Tom 
brought his new wife Nancy back to 
the Ranch. He held his breath not 
knowing if she would take to it, like he 
had all those years ago. Fortunately 
for Tom and for the Ranch family, 
she understood the Alisal magic right 
from the start. In the following 30+ 
years, Tom and Nancy Wilson and 
their family have been returning every 
year, bringing their kids and now their 
grandkids. Over the years Tom has 
spent a little less time on the horses 
and more on the links and has even 
brought his musical talents to the Oak 
Room where he jammed with Ranch 

guitarist Jonathan Wild. The two got 
so good they even once opened for 
the great Willie Nelson. According 
to Tom that’s the kind of pleasant 
surprise that seems to happen at  
the Alisal. 

The Wilson’s travels 
have taken them to 
other parts of the world,  
but they always 
make a plan to    
come back for a summer 
getaway to the Ranch. 
When asked what makes 
the Alisal so different, 
Tom says, “there is a 
simple goodness here 
that doesn’t change. 

It’s partially the surroundings, along 
with the good friends we have made, 
combined with the Alisal attitude 
where every family is treated like a 
welcomed friend.”

Leave Your 
Cares Behind 
and Sip, Saddle 
and Spa

SUMMER 2017

The Alisal 
Sizzles on TV

Tune in this summer as the Alisal 
makes its debut in Project Smoke, 
the popular PBS television series 
and cooking show hosted by 
BBQ master Steven Raichlen. The 
Alisal was handpicked as the set 
for the series’ third season, which 
was filmed here back in early 
2017. For 13 episodes, Raichlen 
offers grilling tips and delectable 
recipes as the ranch serves as his 
beautiful backdrop. Please check 
your local listings for air dates 
and times. 

View the Trailer here:  
https://youtu.be/3aJvgBnKOpI

View Round-Up Package 

 Watch the Video Trailer

View Package 

https://goo.gl/9G9sjf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3aJvgBnKOpI&feature=youtu.be
https://goo.gl/45uxR8
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Being located in one of the world’s 
premier wine regions, the Alisal has 
always had a special relationship 
with the vintners in the area. Now we 
are proud to take that relationship to 
the next level with our new Preferred 
Partners in the Valley program. What 
that means for our guests, are some 
nice exclusive benefits. At participating 
wineries, all you do is present your 
Alisal key card and you will get a 
complimentary tasting for two, along 
with a discount on wine purchases 
during your visit. The program also 
means we will be hosting regular 
Happy Hour tastings at the Ranch. 

We are pleased to currently have 
20 of the Santa Ynez Valley’s most 
distinguished wineries participating, 
including: Foxen Vineyard and Winery, 
Melville, Stoplman, Beckmen, Rusack, 
Flying Goat, Goodland, Starlane/
Dierberg, Sanford, Harrison–Clark, 
Consilience, Zaca Mesa, Fiddlehead, 

Gainey, Longoria, Buttonwood, Wine 
Merchant Café, Blackjack Vineyard, 
Kaena Winery and Rideau Vineyards. 
As time goes by we will be adding 
additional wineries to the program.

If you are planning an afternoon of 
tasting we will be happy to arrange 
transportation to any of the wineries 
you would like to visit. In addition 
to the great varietals waiting to be 
sampled you’ll find the wine country 
is filled with spectacular scenery. Take 
your time and explore. With over 
16,000 acres under vine in the Valley, 
there is a lot of beautiful scenery to 
drink in.

While the Valley is known for it’s 
world-class wines, it is also building a 
reputation for the quality of the local 
distillers. In honor of these outstanding 
artisans of adult beverages we have 
also included them in our Partners 
program. The same offers made by 

the wineries apply to the distilleries, 
with complimentary tastings and 
discounts on purchases. As of now, 
the participating distillers include: 
Ascendant Distilleries and Brothers 
Spirits. 

So whether you’re a wine lover or 
appreciate the harder spirits, let’s 
raise a glass and give a hearty sip, 
sip, hurrah for our wonderful partners 
in the Valley. 

Sign up early for the rides as they 
do fill up.

TOASTING OUR NEW PREFERRED 
PARTNERS PROGRAM

Can you piece together the 

story behind the quilt?  

I have been coming to the Alisal 

with a group of girlfriends for the 

last 30 years. We came to the first 

Cowgirl Bootcamp and each year 

we come back to the Alisal to ride 

and reconnect. We call ourselves 

the “Un-stable Girls”. This year 

was my 60th Birthday, and as a 

present, my dear friend Nancy 

Gray made me this amazing quilt.

Do the different patches that 

make up the quilt have special 

meanings?

Yes, each square represents some 

of the special moments that make 

up our yearly trip to the Alisal. For 

example, the friends from Utah 

take Route 66 to get to California 

so there is a square referencing 

that. We stop in Santa Barbara and 

have a beachside dinner so there 

is an ocean reference. Of course 

there are lots of horse symbols 

because all of us are equestrians. 

The Alisal was kind enough to 

provide some bandannas so those 

were also incorporated.

How big is the quilt? 

It is the size of a twin bed and it is a 

cherished part of my home décor 

in Utah. 

Has Nancy made other quilts 

prior to this one?

No. This is the first one she ever 

completed. It took her hundreds 

of hours to make it. She said 

that having my birthday as the 

deadline, was the motivation she 

needed.  

How many friends joined you 

at the Alisal for your 60th 

celebration? 

Seven of my dear friends came 

from all over to be there. One from 

Florida, one from Washington 

state, a few from Utah and one 

from California. We rode, enjoyed 

some good wine and had our 

usual great time.

What’s next for the “Un-stable 

Girls”? 

My friends and I are already 

planning next year’s trip to the 

Alisal. There is always a reason to 

celebrate, enjoy friends and ride 

the wonderful horses at the Ranch.

Q: 

A:
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Q&A 
 A Quilt of  
Alisal Memories
with Brenda Metzger

PICTURE THIS... 
The breakfast ride
Whether you get there by horse 
or by wagon, time after time, the 
breakfast ride has always proven 
to be a crowd pleaser. 

Well partners whether you’re an 
Alisal old timer, or a wet-behind-the-
ears greenhorn, situations may arise 
at the Ranch where you might ask 
yourself “should I” or “shouldn’t I 
do that”? So we’ve put together a 
list of Do’s and Don’ts you might find 
helpful.

 Do - ask about our new 
complimentary cruiser bikes that 
you can take off-Ranch for a little 
countryside exploring.

  Don’t - ride scooters, skate-boards 
or bikes around the Ranch cause your 
bound to spook the horses, rile your 
neighbor or cause a commotion that 
will disturb those who come for a bit 
of country quiet.

 Do - tell us how you like our 
new “Clear-eye” water system in our 
pool. The city slickers that installed it, 
told us that it does away with the red 
eyes and green hair that you get at 
common chlorine pools.

 Don’t - take a dip in the Alisal 
Lake. As refreshing as it may look, 
swimming in our lake is a no-go. 
Aside from hungry fish nibbling on 
your toes there are rocks and other 

hazards that make swimming unsafe.

 Do - mosey on over for our new 
complimentary Taste of the Valley wine 
receptions in our library. Commence 
to sipping and noshing on local wines 
and tasty hors d’oeuvres every Tuesday 
and Friday from 5:30-6:30pm.

  Do - look for the new Fixin’s and 
Provisions list in your room. Have a 
hankerin’ for your favorite hard spirit 
or sudsy brew? Now we can bring 
bottle service to your room along with 
some tasty vittles to take the edge off 
between meals.

  Don’t - go toting your beverage 
coolers out to the pool, lake, barn 
etc. This one isn’t so much one of our 
rules, as it is California law. Them 
folks in Sacramento, are pretty fussy 
when it comes to regulating adult 
beverages. But coolers in your room 

are A-Ok with us.

   Do - Share your Alisal great times 
with Uncle Vern and Aunt Bessie. It’s 
easier than ever to say howdy to the 
outside world with WiFi available on 
the Ranch.

 Don’t - bring them cellular 
squawk boxes into the dining room. 
Here at Alisal, folks look forward 
to swapping stories with the friends 
and family gathered around the 
table and cell phones tend to make 
folks a heap less social.

Do’s
Don’ts

Learn More 

View Activities 

https://goo.gl/277S11
https://goo.gl/UEcrtF



