
Bike Adventures 
A horse isn’t the only way 

to get around  

W I N T E R  2 0 1 4

BBQ Bootcamp
Learn the secrets of the pros
Tying the knot  
Alisal style 

Plus More... 



 

Anna Widling’s official title may be Director of Guest 

Relations, but to her, she is the Alisal Ambassador of 

goodwill and good times. If you are a new guest to the Ranch, you 

can expect a call from Anna before you arrive, welcoming you and 

filling you in on the Ranch’s activities as well as the lay of the land. 

Once you arrive, chances are it will be Anna who greets you and 

gives you a full tour of all the Ranch has to offer. Of course, she is 

also there to assist returning guests to enjoy their visits even more 

than their last.

After 18 years with the Ranch, Anna knows all the ins and outs. 

She has led countless families in musical chairs and line dancing 

for many summers and as of June 2014, has jumped in with both 

boots into her new role.

“I feel as if I was born for this position,” says Anna. Her parents 

owned a family restaurant and it was there that she got to see first 

hand the importance of customer service and building relationships.

Anna is more than a tour guide and welcome wagon; she is 

Anna-to-the-rescue!. One recent example of her vacation-saving 

skills arose when a young family came to the Ranch and ran into 

what could have been a vacation-ending situation. “The first day 

that the family arrived their two boys were playing hard as boys do, 

and the youngest ended up with an injured collar bone. The doctor 

advised that he avoid strenuous physical activity like horseback 

riding, archery, boating etc. The family was so disappointed and felt 

that they needed to cut their trip short.  I was able to come up with 

a plan. I created a series of behind-the-scenes tours and activities 

for the younger son to enjoy. He got to wash 

the horses, feed the barnyard animals and 

got to see things that most guests never 

do. He had a great time and so did the rest 

of his family. I made a new little friend and 

the family has been return guests. That 

personal connection is what makes my job 

so special.” says Anna.

H A P P E N I N G S  a t  t h e  R A N C H

Alisal Ambassador Rolls Out the Red Carpet for Every Guest.

What the California Drought Means For Alisal Lake
Just like the rest of California’s lakes, Alisal Lake is a little smaller than in the past. The extended 

drought and lack of water to refill our spring-fed lake, has prompted us to take some extraordinary 

measures to insure guests continue to enjoy its many offerings.  For example, because of the receding 

shoreline, it was necessary to relocate the dock to the deepest part of the lake. We are happy to 

report the fish are still biting, the boats are still sailing and the eagles are still soaring overhead. The 

lake continues to be the location for many of your favorite activities including:  archery, air rifles and, 

of course, our fabulous Monday Night Lake BBQs. So fear not, Alisal Lake is waiting to welcome all of 

you. Check out the lake on our new aerial video at http://youtu.be/v9GFo3OPoeo. 



S T A Y I N G  C O N N E C T E D 
                o n  a n d  o f f   T H E  R A N C H 

Roam the  R ange  and Ne ve r  Be  O u t  o f 
Cel l  R ange 
Whether you’re out playing a round of golf on the Ranch Course, or roaming 

the property’s back trails on horseback, you will find that cell coverage at the 

Ranch has greatly improved. Understanding how frustrated our AT&T guests 

were, we took the bull by the horns and installed some new mini cell towers 

that dramatically improved our cell reception. Now whether you have Verizon 

or AT&T, you can roam the ranch and stay connected. Of course, if you want to 

escape the cares of the world, you can always disconnect and enjoy the peace 

and quiet of our beautiful countryside.

The Ranch has a New Not-To-Miss Website
Chances are if you’ve been to the Ranch you have your favorite sights: 
the lake at sunset, the barnyard in the quiet of morning. Now it’s time 
to mosey around our newest site– our totally redesigned website. The 
graphics are as big and bold as the great outdoors and the navigation and 
registration system is so easy you’ll feel right at home in no time. Want to 
find out which dates are still open? Just a couple clicks and you’ll have 
your answer and can book your stay online. Want to reserve the Ranch or 
the Alisal River Terrace for a special event? Simply fill out the easy online 
proposal request and we’ll do the rest. Don’t forget to check out the photo 
galleries chock full of stunning pictures. You’ll be planning a return visit 
faster than you can say yippy-ki-yay.

www.Alisal.com

You’re Apt to Be a Fan of Our New SmartGuest 
Mobile App

T he Ranch is a great place to rest and relax, but it also has more activities than 

you can shake a stick at. Now, keeping track of the times and locations of these 

exciting activities has never been easier than with our new SmartGuest Mobile App for 

smartphone or tablets. Free to download on iTunes and other popular app stores, this 

handy little tool makes sure you can wrangle your herd and get them to all the events and 

activities on time. Of course, we will still deliver our Daily Activities Schedule to your room 

with turndown service each evening so that you can choose the tool that best suits you 

while planning your day.



 

G O L F  R O W  m a k e o v e r  i s 
                     G O I N G  G R E A T

Among seasoned guests to the Alisal, our “Golf Row 

Cottages” are practically sacred ground. That’s why, when 

it has come to refurbishing them, our design team has taken 

extra care to preserve the original charm while at the same time 

adding a new level of style and comfort. We are pleased that 

work on the first 14 cottages has been completed to rave guest 

reviews. The remaining six rooms will be finished by May 2015. 

As General Manager David Lautensack explains, “At the Alisal 

we feel it is critically important to maintain the integrity of the 

resort while at the same time making every effort to incorporate 

guests’ recommendations. We recognize that guest needs and 

preferences are changing and we want to stay current while still 

providing guest room features that differentiate the Alisal from 

other high-end resorts.” Some of the new upgrades include: solid 

core doors, double-pane windows, additional sound proofing/

insulation, beautifully tiled tub surrounds and showers, Saltillo-tiled 

fireplace hearths and front porches, and new red wicker chairs (like 

you have seen elsewhere on the Ranch) on the porches. Some 

of the new rooms also have sliding glass doors leading to private 

redwood decks. We strive everyday to keep the Ranch “the way it 

has always been” as we know that is what keeps you, our guests, 

coming back year after year.  When we realized that what was 

once considered “rustic” had now morphed into what one might 

consider “tired”, we knew we had to take action.  We value you as 

our guests and hope you will be pleased with the results when we 

remodel “your” room.



W E D D I N G  B E L L S
                       a t  t h e  R A N C H

For years the little cowgirls and buckaroos that grew 

up spending family vacations at the Alisal have 

been asking us if they could get hitched here too. After 

much consideration, we are now offering our guests the 

opportunity to continue creating lasting Alisal memories by 

having their weddings right here.  During October, the Alisal 

hosted two large weddings in which the wedding parties’ 

families and friends took over the entire guest ranch.  This 

allowed the wedding party access to all of the Ranch’s 

facilities and focused all of the staff’s attention on their 

special guests. 

We have also made available our 

beautiful Alisal River Terrace which 

overlooks the Alisal River Course and 

the surrounding Santa Ynez mountain 

range. Available for private events of up to 

300 guests and located just a few blocks 

from central Solvang, the space boasts 

a spacious outdoor patio terrace along 

with an indoor dining room with a high-

beamed ceiling, wall-to-wall windows, and 

a beautiful stone fireplace. 

Our Executive Chef, Pascal Godé, 

has created delectable menus for the private events and 

personally oversees each function. Menus feature many 

of the Alisal’s signature favorites, including Chef Godé’s 

favorite grilled recipes, extensive salad choices, fine pastries 

and more. 

With destination weddings more popular than ever, our 

Wedding Events Coordinator is eagerly awaiting your call so 

that we can make the Alisal a part of your special day and 

create for you the wedding of your dreams.

Half Hitch is Not the Only Knot Being Tied at the Alisal



There are little secrets that turn ordinary BBQ into grilling 

perfection and every year BBQ enthusiasts gather at the 

Alisal to learn those tips and tricks from the best in the business.

The next BBQ Bootcamp is February 20-22, 2015 and is 

led by Alisal Executive Chef, Pascal Gode, and Frank Ostini, 

Grillmaster and owner of the Hitching Post II restaurant.  This 

isn’t sit-back-and-watch city slicker cooking; it’s the ultimate 

Western-style cooking school featuring hands-on grilling, and 

Dutch oven cooking. Of course, grilling isn’t the only thing on the 

menu for this event. While each morning is focused on a different 

aspect of grilling, the afternoons are free for horseback riding, 

golf, or a visit to the spa. In the evenings, local winemakers are 

on hand to pour some of the rich varietals for which the Santa 

Ynez wine region is known. 

PACKAGE INCLUDES:
• Three-night stay in a Deluxe Cottage accommodation with 

wood-burning fireplace 

• Welcome basket with western-style weekend accessories 

• All meals, including special dinners with local winemakers 
and brew masters 

• Seminars on grilling methods and equipment, Dutch-oven 
cooking, spice blending and  more 

• Leather-bound BBQ instruction booklet 

• Private Sunday morning breakfast horseback ride to the 
historic Old Adobe

Hungry for more information?  Click on our special packages 
link www.alisal.com/rooms-packages/featured/

A N N O U N C I N G 
t h e  3 r d  a n n u a l  B A R B E C U E  B O O T C A M P 



A D V E N T U R E  a t  t h e  R A N C H

The Ranch is known for its horseback riding programs 

but the surrounding valley has also gained a reputation 

among riders of the two-wheel variety, as one of the world’s 

great cycling regions. If you want to ride where the Amgen 

Tour pros conduct one of their time trials, in the very location 

where the Century and Prelude bike rides attract 1000’s of 

riders every year, or just want to take a leisurely bike tour 

of the scenic wine country, then the Alisal-guided Cycling 

Package is something you won’t want to miss.

Long-time Alisal employee, cyclist Eric Larsen, has 

developed an exclusive program of guided cycling tours 

where guests can experience the varied terrain of the Santa 

Ynez Valley firsthand.  

“The Santa Ynez Valley really is the perfect spot for 

cycling,” says Larsen. “There are strenuous climbs but 

there are also great loops for more intermediate riders. The 

program is tailored to each individual’s fitness level. It’s 

exciting to see this program come to life.” 

Eric grew up in the Santa Ynez Valley so he knows all 

the hidden treasures. That combined with his experience 

riding in the local Solvang Century and his ride-alongs with 

the Santa Ynez Cycling Club make him the perfect guide for 

those who want to enjoy the best riding experience the area 

has to offer.

Alisal offers guests a variety of routes throughout the 

valley including: Figueroa Mountain Route, Jalama Beach 

Route, Foxen Canyon Road, The Amgen Time Trial Route, 

Santa Rosa Loop, and an ambitious Highway One Loop.  

Eric is happy to customize a route to the desires of your 

group. He can take just one or two people or as many as eight. 

For those who want to incorporate a vineyard experience into 

the ride, he can steer you to a number of the area’s top spots 

such as Fess Parker, Curtis and Sanford vineyards. We can 

incorporate a tasting either during dining hours or arrange for 

transportation to take guests for tours after cycling, or have 

the cycling end there with transportation back to the Ranch. 

Alisal can also have guests ride through the vineyard as part 

of the tour and then taste the wines back at the Ranch for a 

private tasting.

The Ranch Offers Cycling Adventures



A D V E N T U R E  a t  t h e  R A N C H

We are pleased to introduce the new Alisal 

Horsemanship Program which will be available 

to guests starting in the spring of 2015.  This program will 

offer guests the opportunity to increase their knowledge of 

horses and advance their horsemanship skills.  Anyone from 

novice riders to more advanced riders who are interested in 

learning more about horses and developing their riding skills 

will certainly benefit from this program.

Specific levels of horsemanship have been defined by 

our head wranglers along with the precise skills that riders 

must be able to exhibit in order to be certified at each level.  

Once a new level of proficiency has been demonstrated, 

the guest will be awarded a Certificate of Completion and 

the criteria to achieve the next level of competency will be 

discussed.

We like to think we have the best string of ranch horses 

on the west coast, so there is really no better or safer place 

to learn more about horses and develop your horsemanship 

skills.  In order to enroll in this program, guests will be 

required to take a one-hour private lesson with one of our 

wranglers, so that a horsemanship benchmark can be 

established and a custom program can be designed.  The 

beauty of this program is that guests can grow at their own 

pace and pick up where they left off on their previous stay 

at the Ranch.

If the Alisal Horsemanship Program sounds interesting 

to you, please e-mail our Head Wrangler, Tony Thompson 

(barn@alisal.com), prior to your next visit.  Our vision is to 

help riders better understand horses while increasing their 

love and enjoyment of these beautiful creatures.

Alisal Horsemanship Program Set to Debut



Ask what the Alisal means to our guests and the 
answers are as varied as the stars in the summer 

sky. Every now and again some of our wonderful visitors 
strap on their GoPro cameras, unleash their creativity 

and let their feelings for the Alisal 
be known to the world. Do a search 
for Alisal and you’ll find their great 
work on YouTube and other video 
sharing sites. We are astounded by 
the quality of their efforts and the joy 
they obviously put into them. One 
such group of star videographers is 

the Daphne Family. Here is a link to one of their videos: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=75D2D3uPJOc. Thank you 
to the Daphne family and to all who share your cherished 
Alisal memories.  We would also like to thank all of our 

guests who have taken time out of their busy lives to 
share their memories with the rest of the world by writing 
a review on TripAdvisor.  Your thoughtful reviews and kind 
words about the Alisal warm our hearts. 

Keeping it Social
www.facebook.com/alisalranchresort              

www.youtube.com/user/AlisalResort

www.twitter.com/alisalguestrr                

www.pinterest.com/alisalguestrr 

If you have photos of your visit with us, make sure you tag 
us and hashtag #AlisalGuestExperience

S T A Y I N G  i n  T O U C H

Reservations:  (805) 688-6411  

Reservations (Toll free):   (800) 4-ALISAL   

Fax:   (805) 688-2510

Guest Services:    (805) 686-7700

Spa : (805) 686-7701

Group Sales (805) 686-7613

If there’s anything else we can help you with, don’t hesitate to give us a ring: 

Thanks for the Memories Captured by Our Guests

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=75D2D3uPJOc

