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Your Guide to 
WINTER FUN

EVERY SEASON BRINGS NEW EXCITEMENT TO THE ALISAL, and every season, like a happy rooster in the 

barnyard, we crow about all the fun in store for you in our helpful Activities Guide . In the Winter Guide, which you 

will receive attached to your online welcome packet, you will find times, prices and details about just about everything 

going on at the Ranch through the end of February. 

Hands-on Fun
This winter we are mighty pleased 
to report a heapin’ helpin’ of new 
activities and adventures we have 
traditionally only offered in the 
summer. For instance for the little 
wranglers (ages 6-12) we have for the 
first time a “Lil’ Wrangler Cooking 
Class. The menu item they will be 
making is Pizza! In this fun session, 
under the supervision of our activity 
leaders, kids will be given proofed 
pizza dough and a station will be set 
up with a variety of sauces and various 
toppings to construct and bake their 
own masterpiece. They will even get 
their own chef’s hat and pizza box to 
personalize. 

Some fun-for-the-whole-family activi-
ties this fall include: Creative Bead-
ing, where you and your youngins 
choose from a variety of assorted 

beads to design your own jewelry cre-
ations; a candle-making workshop 
where you can create your own soy 
candle (perfect for the beginner can-
dle maker); and our popular Tie Dye 
Madness event where you unleash 
your inner artist and choose from a 
variety of vibrant colors for your wear-
able creation.

Around the Barn 
In the barn, there are also a bunch 
of family-friendly activities including: 
Critter Cart, which is a chance for 
the whole family to come out and 
enjoy a hands-on experience with 
our feathered friends and wrangle 
reptiles (this is a favorite Alisal photo 
opportunity). Boot Branding – round 
up your boots and bring them to the 
barn and a Wrangler will brand them 
with our Alisal brand; and Jingling 
the Horses where you will get to 

witness a scene right out of the wild 
west, with horses running together, 
galloping, synchronized side by side 
and turning together as one. Every 
morning our wranglers “jingle” 
horses. Jingling the horses simply 
means to go round up the cavvy to 
get them ready for the day’s work. 
The “cavvy” is the cowboy’s herd of 
riding horses. It’s a must for every 
horse lover and aspiring cowpoke. 

Wrangling Your Skills
For guests 12 and older who want 
to really hone their horsemanship 
skills we also offer a great Fall 
activity called our Team Sorting 
Lesson. Team sorting is a western-
style equestrian sport that was 
created to preserve the traditional 
skill sets of working cow horses 
and handlers. Evolving from the 
common ranch work of separating 

cattle into pens for branding, 
doctoring, or transport, team sort-
ing is an event that pits a team of 
two riders on horseback against 
the clock. Learn these rodeo skills 
under the excellent guidance of our 
experienced wranglers. This activity 
is for the upper level Intermediate  
to Advanced riders.

These activities plus a whole passel 
of lake, golf, spa, tennis activities 
plus much more fill the pages  
of the Winter Guide. It’s mighty 
good reading.

View Winter Guide 

https://alisal.com/play/ranch-activity-guidebooks/
https://alisal.com/play/ranch-activity-guidebooks/
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Bold, yet approachable, with plenty 
of local flavor, those words describe 
both our new Executive Chef, 
Anthony Endy and his cooking style. 
Anthony, who took over the reins in 
late summer from retiring Chef Pascal 
Gode’, is a native of the Santa Ynez 
Valley. For those who have come to 
expect the Alisal menu to feature 
timeless food made from seasonal, 
locally sourced ingredients, you 
won’t be disappointed, but he also 
promises some delicious surprises 
as well. “I’m excited to maintain 
the Alisal traditions and expand 
upon them with new offerings,” he 
says. “The essential elements—the 
freshest ingredients, classic ranch 
recipes, BBQs—are all there, now 
I am bringing a bit more technique 
and flair.” 

As Executive Chef, he oversees it all, 
from casual meals by the pool or on 
the golf course, to fine dining in the 
Ranch Room. He also is in charge 
of special dinners and ever-popular 
barbecues—“cooking with a live fire 
is a special passion of mine,” he 
explains.

Food became an important part of life 
for Anthony at a young age, thanks to 
his mother and grandmother, whom 
he regularly accompanied in the 
kitchen or the garden. Growing up 
making memories around the dinner 

table, the chef inside Endy came to 
light during high school, when he 
took a job at the local Los Olivos 
Wine Merchant & Café. “From there, 
I immersed myself in the industry, 
worked and read as much as I could, 
took restaurant tours, talked to 
chefs—I was always learning, always 
watching the horizon,” Anthony 
says. Starting in 2001, he spent two 
years at Chef Rick’s Ultimately Fine 
Foods, then a year at the Historic 

Santa Maria Inn, before he joined 
Wine Cask restaurant in Los Olivos 
under chef Julie Robles. In 2005, 
Anthony returned to Los Olivos 
Wine Merchant & Café—which was 
experiencing unprecedented volume 
thanks to an appearance in the 2004 
movie “Sideways”—as director of 
operations. 

After a couple more years in the local 
food scene, Endy kicked things into 
high gear as he signed on as chef 
partner and manager of culinary 
development for the Paul Martin’s 
American Grill brand in 2012. Here, 

he rose to be Director of Culinary and 
Corporate Chef, where he designed 
menus, corralled kitchen teams and 
help take the restaurant’s concept 
from three locations to 11 by the 
time he departed in 2017. Creating 
from-scratch recipes and sourcing 
natural ingredients for eateries 
scattered throughout California and 
the Southwest prepared him for his 
current role at Alisal.

Some of the new treats Anthony is 
already bringing to the Ranch are 
signature dishes like Buttermilk Fried 
Chicken, Tequila Marinated Butterfish 
and Wild King Salmon with heirloom 
tomatoes grown in the Ranch’s newly 
expanded garden. Growing more 
veggies and herbs and working with 
the best local farmers are on the chef’s 
immediate to-do list. Other exciting 
changes to come will be more vegan 
and vegetarian menu options and 
firing-up the already popular BBQ 
Bootcamp to the next level… yeehaw!

Anthony lives in the Santa Ynez 
Valley, with his wife, Bethany, and 
their three young children. The family 
loves attending baseball games and 
sporting events, as well as staying 
active themselves by jogging, 
swimming, and playing outdoors 
under the endless SoCal sun.

He is already receiving rave reviews 
from the guests and he is looking 
forward to being a long term member 
of the Alisal family. If you see Anthony 
around, feel free to give him a warm 
“howdy” and let him know how you 
like his cooking.  

I’m excited to maintain 
the Alisal traditions and 
expand upon them with 

new offerings

Meet the new 
CHEF 

NEW EXECUTIVE CHEF 
TAKES THE REINS 

HAPPY TRAILS TO HEAD WRANGLER TONY
After 30 years of tending the Alisal 
horses, training countless wranglers 
and guiding generations of guests, 
Head Wrangler Tony Thompson 
has heeded the call to be closer to 
his parents living in Arizona. Tony 
started at the Ranch as a 17 year- old 
greenhorn right out of high school and 
learned the ropes of being a wrangler 
from legendary Alisal cowboys like 
Jake Copass. For the first 15 or so 
years, Tony split his time between 
working the Ranch’s cattle operation 
and working summers with the guests 
as a wrangler. As good as he was with 
the herd and horses his real gift was 
in making newcomers and old timers 
to the ranch feel right at home riding 
the trails and hanging out at the barn. 
Not surprisingly he was made Head 
Wrangler in 2003 and has held that 
position for 14 years. 

When asked what his favorite part 
about his time at the Ranch was, Tony 
said with out hesitation, “I truly have 
enjoyed all the people. There are so 
many outstanding wranglers, and 
I have made so many meaningful 
friendships with guests over the years, 
that the Alisal family will always be 

with me.” Tony also had high praise 
for the Jackson family for taking a 
chance on a local kid without much 
experience and always treating 
him with great respect. The mutual 
admiration between the Ranch and 
Tony was evident at the ceremony that 
took place to induct Thompson into 
the Alisal Hall of Fame.  

General Manager, Kathleen Cochran, 
said “Tony’s warmth and knowledge 
will be greatly missed, but his wrangler 
family looks forward to doing him 
proud by caring on his “guests-first” 
attitude.”

Tony is already settling in to his new 
home in the little town of Wickenburg, 
where he looks forward to still working 
with horses, but slowing down a bit, 
and being closer to family. This move 
to Arizona was always part of his 
long-term retirement plan, but he says 
it doesn’t make leaving behind the 
Alisal any easier. He does say he still 
has a sibling in the Santa Ynez Valley 
and he hopes to get back frequently 
for visits and of course plans to pop 
in at the Ranch and say howdy. Happy 
trails Tony! It’s been a great ride.

“I have made so 
many meaningful 
friendships with 
guests over the 

years, that the Alisal 
family will always 

be with me.”

More About Dining 

Read 2014 Tony Interview 

https://alisal.com/dine/
https://alisal.com/news/alisal-head-wrangler-tony-thompson/
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It’s been a big year for golf at 
the Alisal. Our River Course just 
celebrated its 25th anniversary. We 
hosted our First Annual Santa Ynez 
Valley Tournament. Plus, thanks to 
Mother Nature and some great work 
by our grounds crews, the River and 
Ranch Courses have never been in 
better condition. 

At the River Course, October 
capped off our Silver Anniversary and 
all year we have been hosting special 
events and promotions. One of the 
favorite promotions was our throw-
back fees, where we rolled back 
green fees to our 1992 rates of $35 
during weekdays and $45 weekends. 
In addition to the Silver Anniversary 
festivities, both courses recently 
hosted the premier Santa Ynez Valley 
Tournament. The turnout was terrific, 
as was the quality of play. Many of 
the participants were notable locals, 
but the tournament also drew top 
amateurs from all over California. 
Over 20 of the participants had less 
than a 3 index. Also giving the greens 

a go, was world-class bull rider Rocky 
McDonald.

The event had a thrilling finish with 
two golfers Ryan Cuenca and 
Tanner Shean tied at 144 at the end 
of regulation play. Ryan and Tanner 
then headed back to the 18th tee at 
the Ranch Course 
for a sudden death 
finish to gain the 
title of our first ever 
Santa Ynez Valley 
Golf Champion. It 
took five rounds of 
these two players 
battling it out in front 
of an attentive gallery 
including fellow 
participants, Ranch 
Course members and employees 
alike - all sitting on the edge of their 
seats watching every shot.  The first 
four playoff holes were all pars with 
each player showing amazing tenacity 
and resolve by displaying tour like 
up-and-downs.  Applause from the 
gallery was plentiful as these two 

really put on quite the display.

In the end, Ryan Cuenca earned 
the title of our 2017 Santa Ynez 
Valley Champion by hitting his tee 
shot approximately 10-12 feet from 
the hole and making the putt for his 
birdie two. Congratulations to all who 

participated. Winners in the other four 
flights were: John Nicholas, Daniel 
Fitzgerald, Jim Shupe and Bob Baker.

In addition to drawing top talent to 
the courses, both courses are great 
places for novices and casual players 
as well. For those who want to tune up 

their game or take it to the next level 
all of our teaching pros are ready to 
help with an enjoyable lesson. Adding 
to our top teaching talent is our new 
First Assistant pro, Sara Ovadia. 
Sara was named the Ivy League 
Individual Golf Champion and was 
inducted into the Columbia University 
Athletics Hall of Fame in 2016. If 
that were not impressive enough, she 
also just captured the top spot in the 
2017 SCPGA Woman’s Match Play 
Championship. So if you’d like some 
pointers from the best, sign up for 
a lesson and watch how your game 
improves. 

If you want to get out and get a bit 
of exercise in the fresh air, but don’t 
want to commit to a full 18-holes,  ask 
about our Breakfast and Back Nine 
Special at the River Course. It includes 
a light meal at our famous River Grill 
followed by a couple hours enjoying 
the greens. The Ranch Course also 
offers a variety of Stay and Play specials 
that are sure to get you packing your 
cleats along with your spurs.    

GREAT NEWS 
FROM THE GREENS

HIT THE TRAIL FOR CYCLING AND SIGHTSEEING
Being located in one of the most 
scenic wine country locations in 
America, with weather that’s mild 
almost all year long, it’s only natural 
that there is plenty to see and do right 
outside our gates. It’s the reason that 
more and more guests are saddling 
up our road bikes and comfortable 
hybrid bikes for a relaxing guided 
tour of the popular nearby sites. 
Whether you’re a biking newbie, an 
intermediate cyclist, or hardcore, 
our bike director and head guide 
Doug Browand, can put together the 
perfect off-site excursion. Some of 
the favorite stops on a casual bike 
getaway are the Miniature Horse 

Farm, a fragrant lavender farm, 
complementary olive oil tasting, and 
a little wine tasting.  Simply talk to 
our guest services agent before you 
arrive or at check-in and let them 
know when, where and how many 
people you want to take along on 
the bike ride. We’ll do the rest. The 
Ranch provides the bike, the helmet, 
water bottle and expert guide. With 
a maximum of six people per guide 
you know you will be well taken 
care of and get the interesting back 
stories on all the valley has to offer. 
It’s sightseeing at a laid back pace. 
Think of it as horseback riding 
without the swishy tail.

Learn More About Alisal Golf 

View Riding Packages 

https://alisal.com/news/story-of-the-alisals-ranch-course/
https://alisal.com/package/two-kinds-of-rides/
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LEARN NEW WAYS TO HAVE FUN

Sure you come to the Ranch to relax, 
have an adventure and perhaps do a 
little sight-seeing, but while you are 
here, how about learning a thing or 
two. We are proud to offer some of 
the top pros who can provide you with 
private or group lessons in tennis, 
horseback riding, fishing and more. 

Serves Up  
If taking up tennis has been on your 
wish list, or you simply want to fine-
tune part of your game, then our 
Tennis Director Walter Seemann has 
plenty of experience in taking players 
of all abilities to the next level. For 
over 35 years Walt has managed 
the Ranch program and coached top 
high-school players 
in the Santa Ynez 
Valley, guiding many 
into the college 
ranks. He has also 
polished many a 
guest’s game, with 
his Alisal students 
returning every 
year for a refresher 
course. The quality 
of the Alisal tennis 
facility is confirmed 
by the fact that two 
of the game’s premier players, Rod 
Laver and Jimmy Connors have both 
been members of the club. With 
outstanding members always looking 

to hit and play, guests looking for a 
pick-up game simply have to let Walt 
know and he will be happy to have 
one or more of the members come 
out and play. In addition to Walt, there 
are several other quality teaching 
pros, like Jenifer Sorensen who loves 
making the basics of tennis fun for 
even the youngsters. If you want to set 
up a tennis lesson, it’s best to book 
through Guest Services or directly 
with Walt in the pro shop.

The Cowboy Way  
Perhaps you would prefer to improve 
your “cowboy cred” with a riding 
or grooming lesson. The Ranch of 
course has plenty of wranglers ready 

to give you one-on-one or group 
guidance to polish your horse skills. 
If you have cowpokes under seven, 
sign them up for a half-hour corral 

lesson. For more mature riders, a 
one-hour horsemanship lesson, 
where you will learn the basics of 
grooming, saddling and mounting is 
always great fun. If you would rather 
get your training out on the trails, a 
one-hour private ride can help you 
master the art of Lopping, Trotting 
and other fancy riding skills.

Fish On!  
After a little tennis and horseback 
riding, maybe you will be ready 
for some relaxing and invigorating 
fishing lessons. You’re in luck. Up at 
our private 100-acre lake, our fishing 
pros Mitch Giese and Randy Rogers 
can show you the ropes of spin-casting 
and fly-fishing. Book a 3-hour 

guided fishing trip and everything you 
need is included. The pros will provide 
you with top of the line G. Loomis or 
Orvis rods, help you practice your 
technique, then take you out on a 
21-foot fishing boat to the hottest 
spots on the lake. They will even take 
the hooks out once you land a fish  
and get your catch back in the water 
so you can focus on more fishing fun. 
Guided tours are offered between 
8am-11am and noon-3pm most 
days (weather permitting). Groups  
of up to four anglers per boat can go 
spin-casting. Three fly-fisherman are 
allowed per boat. 

Be sure to contact   Guest Services 
to reserve your lesson and guided 
fishing tour. It’s the reel deal!

LEARN ABOUT THE BIRDS, 
BEES, FLOWERS AND TREES
Those who are curious about the 
natural wonders and history of the 
Alisal Ranch can pick up a Nature 
Guide booklet which is being updated 
as we speak. With 10,000 acres of 
countryside, the Ranch is home to a 
glorious array of birds, native flowers 
and trees and a whole host of four-
legged critters. In the lake area alone, 
look in one direction and see deer 
grazing, gaze above and spy bald 
eagles, or peer down and see lake 

waters teaming with largemouth bass 
and bluegill.  In the color pages of 
the Nature Guide, you will get a fuller 
understanding of what you are seeing, 
as well as a bit of Ranch natural 
history. The Guide also makes a handy 
companion if you decided to explore 
on our self-guided Deer Canyon 
Hiking Trail. If you want to pick up a 
guide just mosey on over to the front 
desk and you’ll get one quicker than a 
hummingbird at feeding time.

 Guest Services

mailto:GuestServices@Alisal.com
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Meet at the Ranch 
If you think of the Alisal as just a place 
to play around, you should know that 
the Ranch has also become a top 
destination for corporate meetings 
and memorable events. Have a 
corporate retreat you need to plan? 
We have over 7000-square feet of 
indoor locations perfect for productive 
meetings and presentations. Maybe 
you want to expand your team’s 
horizons by getting them out in 
nature. Our lakeside deck or ropes 
course is the perfect setting for 
group gatherings or team-building 
exercises. Naturally, our golf courses, 
riding trails and pool are also 
ideal locations for bonding and 
reinvigorating corporate bonds.  The 
unlimited options for creating unique 
get-togethers, is the reason that 
industry leaders like Disney, Boeing 
and Ford have kicked-up-their-heels 
and gotten down to business at the 
Ranch. Countless other groups have 
also chosen to make us their home- 
away-from-home-office for special 
events. Treating groups right has 

earned our sales and events team 
their 8th consecutive Platinum Choice 
Award reserved for the highest level of 
conference and visitors service in the 
hospitality industry.

Bells will be Ringing 
While businesses like trading in their 
suits and wingtips for jeans and 
boots, the Guest Ranch or the River 
Grill are a must do, for those looking 
to say “I do”. Picture exchanging 
your vows overlooking the beauty 
of the River Course and the rolling 
hills of the Valley, or walking down 
the aisle surrounded by towering 
sycamores. If a destination wedding is 
in your future, ask our event planner, 
Christina Oliver, for ideas on how to 
make your special day, extra special. 

Reason to Celebrate 
If you’re looking for a unique setting 
for a family reunion, charitable event 
or club get-together, we’ve got plenty 
of ideas for making your big gathering 
a huge success.

Colorful 
Changes at 
the Ranch

If you have only been to the Ranch 
during the summer months, then  
you are missing out on the colorful 
transformation that takes place 
every fall and winter. When evening 
temperatures start to cool, the towering 
sycamores around the Ranch take on 
golden hues and the surrounding 
vineyards of the Valley start to turn 
shades of crimson and yellow. The 
tan of the hills gradually gives way 
to winter greens. Every season has a 
unique feel that helps enrich your visit 
and color your memories in a warm 
glow of nature’s majestic tones.

Taking care of 

BUSINESS

Learn More About Meetings 

Weddings at the Alisal 

https://alisal.com/gather/
https://alisal.com/gather/weddings/


Everyone has their own unique story tell about 

their experience at the Ranch. If you want to share 

your favorite story or photos please send ‘em our 

way, we can’t get enough of them! Who knows, 

maybe you’ll be in the next issue of The Riders of 

the Alisal.

Send stories and photos to: Howdy@Alisal.com

Or just ping us on Social.   

                

Memories in 
STORE 

IF YOU WANT TO BRING HOME A LITTLE BIT OF 

the Alisal we suggest you check out our newly refreshed 

and expanded Mercantile Gift Store located in the Spa and 

Fitness Center.  Want to relive a riding adventure? Pick up an 

Alisal bandanna or western hat. Wish to savor the magic of 

a favorite meal?  Take home some Alisal pancake mix, or a 

spice kit. Of course there are plenty of Ranch t-shirts, hoodies 

and other wearables, plus Alisal glassware that make great 

gifts. The Mercantile also carries a full line of signature spa 

products to pamper yourself or that someone special. There 

is even a nice selection of fine western jewelry that makes a 

great memento of your special time at the Ranch.

Treat Yourself   
Whether you’re weary from the trail 
or a workout, or just want to pamper 
yourself and relax, the Spa has single 
and couples massage rooms and a 
whole host of rejuvenating treatments 
including facials, hot rock treatments, 
waxing and more. 

To book a massage or spa treatment, 
just reserve some time at check-in or 
call ahead. If you have a hankerin’ 
for some shopping, saunter on over 
to the Fitness Center & Spa and pick 
yourself up some memories.

Group Fitness   
When it comes to group fitness we’ve 
got something for everyone. Classes 
include Yoga, Pilates, Zumba, and 
Cardio Core. Check with Guest 
Services for the latest schedule of 
classes.

Sign up in advance to ensure your 
place or just drop in to see if there is 
an opening.

Sweat It Out   
Before or after your trip to the 
Mercantile, you might want to get in a 
workout in the Fitness Center. We are 
proud to offer you the latest in green 
equipment from SportsArt. Using 30% 
less energy than standard equipment, 
the treadmills and stationary cycles 
are Wi-Fi-enabled and offer virtual 
screens that let you choose the perfect 
course scenery. 

SHARE YOUR MEMORIES

1054 S. Alisal Rd. Solvang, CA 93463            Phone: (805) 688-6411            Toll-Free: (800) 4-ALISAL            
Email: reservations@alisal.com            www.alisal.com

More About Spa & Fitness 

https://alisal.com/relax/
https://www.facebook.com/AlisalRanchResort
https://www.instagram.com/alisalguestranch/
https://twitter.com/Alisalranch
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCcIqACeG-ZzHP5HWMmyrS2w



